
Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
Medical Student Senate 
 
Meeting Minutes: April 16, 2013 
 
Attendees: Jason Bowman, Honora Burnett, June Choo, Mohammed Elsayed, Olivier van 
Houtte, Julia Heneghan, Sheela Krishnan, Shreyus Kulkarni, Emily Li, Josh Rodriguez-
Srednicki, Jimmy Rotenberg, Jovian Yu 
 
1) Surgery Clerkship Update: seems to be a positive change from prior; Dean Gruppuso 
reporting preliminary improvement in mistreatment reports 
 
2) Summer Funding: seems to be some discontent regarding the number of first years who got 
funding for summer assistantships and the feedback that students got from pre-submission 
review and the reviewers who provided feedback from the funding committee; feedback 
inconsistency was both internally and externally (multiple reviewers) 
 
Drafts 
48 total students submitted drafts for review 
24 SA drafts submitted for review 
24 SC drafts submitted for review 
 
Applications Submitted 
98 total final applications (includes SA & SC) = 82% of 120 (total class) 
• Compare with 61% of the class of 2015 
• Compare with ~64% of the class of 2014 
 
Funded 
72 total applications funded (72 of 98 = 73%) 
• 2011 funding rate was ~85% which has been our usual rate over the last several years, though 
last year it was even higher 
 
Suggestions: 

 Provide students copies of the rubric from which evaluations will be graded (this may 
already be done, but those in attendance couldn't remember whether it was the case or 
not) 

 Give brief overview of the process by which submissions will be evaluated (i.e., at least 
two individual reviews, global reviewer, ~50% of submissions being discussed at the 
meeting) 

 Offer clear and consistent messaging regarding the likelihood of success (from a general 
perspective as well as to individual students as much as possible) 

 Reword question about the pursuit of alternative funding sources, as it currently is read 
by students to only refer to other sources of grants or scholarships instead of the 
possibility of funding from a lab where a student might work 



 Provide post-submission feedback separated out by reviewers (anonymously, of course) 
instead of as one paragraph 

 Students who apply for SC but not for funding need feedback on their proposals too 
instead of just notification of if they have been accepted or not 

 Increase the number of reviewers so as to not have such high burdens 
 Offer programming regarding options non-Brown-funded summer projects (prior to 

Thanksgiving) 
 
3) Class Reports: first years have to share the building again, some unrest regarding summer 
funding decisions, but generally moving smoothly to the end of the year; second years have 
mostly finished the boards, today was the first day of Clinical Skills Clerkship; third years have 
upcoming shelf exams with some moving on to fourth year soon; fourth years matched (!!!) 
 
4) Committee Reports: MDCC has primarily focused on approving preclinical electives; Race 
Health Disparities and Biomedical Interpretations approved at March meeting; Primary Care 
track seems to mostly be work behind the scenes at this point; Neurology "selective" being 
discussed with questionable connection to psychiatry department; Community Health being 
reincarnated as optional Population Health elective during fourth year; 13 PLME undergraduates 
will be shadowing first-year Doctoring on 4/23 (half seniors, half other PLMEs) 
 
5) Updates: Elections close on Sunday (4/21); student groups will be asked to update their 
information prior to the end of the month 
 
6) Final (!) Meeting: May 14 (Christina Paxson) 


