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Dr. Aaron Wernham is a family physician who 
practiced for years in low income communities in 
California and rural Alaska. He now directs the Health 
Impact Project in Washington D.C., a collaboration of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew 
Charitable Trusts formed to support the field of health 
impact assessment (HIA) in the U.S.  Dr. Wernham 
received his medical degree from the University of 
California, San Francisco, and his master’s degree 
from the University of California, Berkeley. 

Target Audience
Physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, nurses, and those involved 
in public health. Professionals in the fields of tranportation, housing, energy, and 
education, urban planners and urban studies students, social and environmental 
engineers, and architects.

Educational Objectives
At the conclusion of this session, attendees should be able to:
1. Describe the importance of decisions made in transportation, housing, 

education, and other sectors to public health
2. Recognize appropriate applications for health impact assessments to inform 

decisions made outside the health sector.
3. Discuss the basic steps of a health impact assessment 
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Program Description
Beyond the walls of the hospital and clinic, policies made in other sectors determine 
the living conditions that shape Americans’ health.  Education, poverty, housing 
quality, and a town’s layout can be powerful drivers of diet, exercise, allergen and 
pollution exposure, injury risk, and social supports, all with implications for the 
health of individuals and communities. This activity will provide a brief overview 
of the current state of knowledge in the field of social epidemiology, focusing on 
the relevance to clinical practice. The talk will focus on the field of health impact 
assessment, and offer case studies that highlight how health advocates are using 
it as a means to bring health considerations to decisions made in other fields like 
transportation, housing, energy, and education.  The conclusion will offer suggestions 
for how clinicians can effectively engage in the universe of “non-health” policies that 
shape our patients’ health and well-being. 

CME Accreditation
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential 
Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of the Warren Alpert Medical School 
of Brown University and the Rhode Island Department of Health. The Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown University is accredited by the ACCME to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians.

Credit Designation
Physicians, Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners: The Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University designates this live activity for a maximum of 1 AMA 
PRA Category 1 CreditTM. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with 
the extent of their participation in the activity.
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Thursday, May 30, 2013, 8:30 - 9:30 am

Live Webcast Available May 30th at 8:20 am: 
amms.oshean.org/content/DOH/PHGR-5-30-2013

Pre-register online a:
https://apps.biomed.brown.edu/cme_registration/

Save the Date for the Next Session: 
June 6: Meaningful Use


